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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, KS, JA 

SUBJECT: GOJ REACTION TO STATEMENT BY KOREAN PREMIER 

SUMMARY: GOJ HAS MADE VAGUE STATEMENT OF REGRET TO SOOTHE 
ROK SENSITIVITIES OVER JAPANESE CONNECTION WITH PARK 
ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT. STATEMENT MAY BE TOO LITTLE. 

TOO LATE TO ACHIEVE PURPOSE. END SUMMARY. 

L FONOFF ISSUED BACKGROUND STATEMENT TO PRESS AUGUST 21 
THAT GOJ REGRETTED PREPARATIONS FOR PARK ASSASSINATION 
HAD APPARENTLY BEEN MADE IN JAPAN. STATEMENT WAS 
ANSWER TO KOREAN PREMIER KIM CHONG-PIL'S ANGRY REACTION 
AUG 20 AGAINST EARLIER FONOFF BACKGROUND ASSERTION 
THAT JAPAN SHOULD FEEL NEITHER LEGAL NOR MORAL 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR PARK ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT. 

FOREIGN OFFICE SPOKESMAN ADDED THAT THEY WERE NOT 
TRYING TO ENDORSE OR DISPUTE THE SOUTH KOREAN CLAIM 
THAT IT OBVIOUS THAT ASSASSINATION PREPARED IN JAPAN. 

2. NORTHEAST ASIA DIV DIR SEO COMMENTED TO EMBOFF THAT 
GOJ DEEPLY EMBARRASSED BY KIM STATEMENT. ORIGINAL 
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BY FONOFF IN RESPONSE TO PRESS QUERY WHETHER TANAKA 
ATTENDANCE AT PARK FUNERAL COULD BE CONSTRUED AS 
APOLOGY. ANSWER WAS THAT SINCE JAPAN NOT RESPONSIBLE, 

NO APOLOGY IN ORDER. STATEMENT WHICH SEO SAID 
REPORTED OUT OF CONTEXT IN ASAHI HAD APPARENTLY SET 
KIM OFF. IN ADDITION KIM'S ANGER MAY HAVE BEEN PIQUED 
BY REFUSAL OF TANAKA TO MEET HIM AT OFFICE IN SEOUL 
AFTER FUNERAL, DESPITE REPEATED REQUESTS. TANAKA 
HAD FELT. ACCORDING TO SEO, THAT PRIME PURPOSE OF TRIP 
WAS CEREMONIAL AND THAT SUBSTANTIVE MEETING IN KIM'S 
OFFICE INAPPROPRIATE. IF KIM HAD WISHED TO SEE TANAKA 
PRIVATELY TO EXPRESS GRATITUDE FOR HIS VISIT , IT WOULD 
HAVE BEEN FITTING FOR HIM TO COME TO SEE TANAKA AT 
JAPANESE EMBASSY. 

3. AUG 21 ASSERTION OF REGRET, WHICH MADE TO PRESS 

BY VICE FOREIGN MINISTER TOGO, DESIGNED TO CALM SITUATION. 
IN ADDITION, FONOFF PLANS TO INSTRUCT JAPANESE EMBASSY 
IN SEOUL TOMORROW TO PRESENT ROK WITH MORE DETAILED 
EXPLANATION AND CLARIFICATION. 

4. COMMENT: ORIGINAL GOJ ASSERTION WOULD APPEAR 
INFURIATING TO ROK WHETHER IN CONTEXT OR NOT. GOJ, 

WITH DEMONSTRATIONS UNDERWAY IN KOREA AND REPORTEDLY 
GROWING IN SIZE, APPARENTLY HAS GRASPED INCENDIARY 
POTENTIAL OF ORIGINAL STATEMENT AND MOVED TO SOFTEN 
POSITION. QUESTION REMAINS WHETHER STATEMENT EITHER 
SOOTHING OR TIMELY ENOUGH TO ACHIEVE PURPOSE. 

HODGSON 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ASSASSINATION, PRESS COMMENTS, PUBLIC ATTITUDES, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 22 AUG 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: boyleja 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974TOKYO10925 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740231-0935 
From: TOKYO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740824/aaaaause.tel 

Line Count: 90 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: boyleja 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 31 JUL 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <31 JUL 2002 by kelleyw0>; APPROVED <04 MAR 2003 by boyleja> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GOJ REACTION TO STATEMENT BY KOREAN PREMIER SUMMARY: GOJ HAS MADE VAGUE STATEMENT OF REGRET TO SOOTHE 
TAGS: PFOR, KS, JA, (KIM CHONG-PIL) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



